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• Makes all laws
• Controls all the money; taxes, borrows, and sets the budget
• Has sole power to declare war
• Oversees, investigates and makes the rules for the government
• 
    judicial appointments
• 
• Originates and tries cases of impeachment

BALANCE     of     powers 
Three    Branches    of    Government
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• Executes the laws of the United States
• Executes the instructions of Congress
• May veto laws but the veto may be overridden by Congress
• Executes spending authorized by Congress
• Executes the instructions of Congress when it declares war or 

makes rules for the military
• Declares states of emergency and publishes regulations and 

executive orders
• Appoints the heads of the executive branch and judges with the 

advice and consent of the Senate
• Has the power to grant pardons for crimes against the U.S.

• Determines which jurisdiction any given case falls under
• Judges when a law is unconstitutional
• Administers constitutional law and applies it to   
    constitutional disputes
• Determines the disposition of prisoners
• May legally compel testimony and the 
    production of evidence
• Judges and administers uniform policies via the appeals 

process, but gives discretion in individual cases to lower level 
judges

• Oversees and administers members of the judiciary
• Is subject to impeachment by Congress




