
Let Kids Play – An Open Letter to Indiana Legislators 

Indiana legislators are attempting to ban transgender girls from school sports. The bill, 
HB 1041, singles out trans girls, banning them from participating in girls’ sports, 
ultimately jeopardizing their mental health, physical well-being and ability to access 
educational opportunities comparable to their peers. 

Simply introducing anti-trans legislation like HB 1041 is detrimental to the well-being of 
transgender kids. 85% of transgender and non-binary youth report that constant 
political attacks on them have had a negative impact on their mental health, according 
to recent Trevor Project data. If passed, this bill would send a message to vulnerable 
transgender youth that they are not worthy of the same kinds of opportunities as their 
classmates.  

In their opposition to this bill, the Indiana chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics notes that, for trans youth, “A sports team can often be where they experience 
a sense of community and inclusion that may otherwise be missing in their lives… 
Taking that opportunity away not only deprives transgender youth of the benefits sports 
hold for all kids, but also takes away critical avenues to buffering negative mental health 
effects.” 

So why are some legislators pushing for a bill that causes such harm to trans youth? 

When one trans athlete succeeds, her success is often highly publicized and politicized 
to the point of suggesting that the only reason for the athlete’s success is the fact that the 
person is trans, and that all trans people are inherently better athletes. Neither is true. 
The fact that an occasional trans person succeeds in sport should not be used to exclude 
all trans athletes. 

Because allowing trans girls to compete in girls’ sports doesn’t hurt anyone, advocates 
for women and girls in sports such as the National Women’s Law Center, the Women’s 
Sports Foundation, Women Leaders in College Sports, and others support trans-
inclusive policies and oppose efforts to exclude transgender students from participating 
in sports. 

When misinformation about biology and gender is used to bar transgender girls from 
sports it amounts to the same form of sex discrimination that has long been prohibited 
under Title IX, a law that protects all students – including trans people – on the basis of 
sex. Courts recently blocked similar laws from taking effect in Idaho and West Virginia. 

But still, HB 1041 should come as no surprise. After years of focusing on restrooms and 
locker rooms, opponents of LGBTQ equality have shifted strategy to focus on excluding 
trans youth from activities that affirm their sense of self, including athletics. Trans 
students participate in sports for the same reasons other young people do: to challenge 
themselves, improve fitness, and be part of a team. Legislators should not take away this 
opportunity for trans kids to be kids. Let kids play. 

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/new-poll-illustrates-the-impacts-of-social-political-issues-on-lgbtq-youth/
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Womens-Groups-Sign-on-Letter-Trans-Sports-4.9.19.pdf
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Womens-Groups-Sign-on-Letter-Trans-Sports-4.9.19.pdf


In every state and every community — trans people belong. We must fight back against 
this discriminatory bill to make sure all kids can participate fully with their peers.  

Sincerely, 

Emma Vosicky, Executive Director, Gender Nexus 

Rev. Julia Whitworth, Rector, Trinity Episcopal Church, Indianapolis 

Melanie Davis, Director, Bloomington LGBTIQ Center  

Jenni White, Executive Director, Trinity Haven Indy 

Rima Shahid, Chief Executive Officer, Women4Change Indiana 

Katie Blair, Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, American Civil Liberties Union of 

Indiana   

Krisztina and Ken Inskeep, Parents, GEKCO: Gender Expansive Kids & Co.    

Annette Gross and Jan Nichols, co-Presidents, Indianapolis PFLAG 

H.R. Jung, Executive Director, The LGBTQ Center (South Bend)   

Cathy Goldman, President, PFLAG Fishers 

Emily Scott, MD FAAP, President, Indiana Chapter of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics 

Meredith Richmond and Margy Deverall, PFLAG Lafayette/ Tippecanoe County 

Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis 

Jenny Boyts, Board President, Indy Pride 

Jonathan Balash, President, Spencer Pride, Inc.   

Rabbi Brett Krichiver, Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 

Drs. Dennis Sasso & Sandy Sasso, Senior Rabbi and Rabbi Emerita, Congregational 

Beth-El Zedeck   

Meghan Buell, President, Trees, Inc. 

Janae Cummings, Board Chair, Bloomington Pride 

Elisabeth Menning, President, PFLAG Crown Point NWI (Northwest Indiana) 

Laura Janney, Executive Director, Muncie OUTreach 

Amari Victoria, Executive Director, LGBTQ Northwest Indiana Inc. 

Chris Paulsen, Chief Executive Officer, Indiana Youth Group 

Indiana Statewide Independent Living Council (INSILC)  

Keep Indiana Learning Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Team  

Claudia Camargo, Director, Steuben Pride 

 Rev. Dr. Andrew Scanlan-Holmes, Roberts Park United Methodist Church 

Rev. Daniel Cushman Wood, Senior Pastor, North United Methodist Church, 

Indianapolis 

Rev. John Denson, Jr., D.Min., Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Beth Scriven, Vicar, Good Samaritan Episcopal Church in Brownsburg 

Debora Porter, President, Valparaiso PFLAG 

Eric Meininger, MD, MPH, Pediatrician, World Professional Association of Transgender 



Health 

Board Members, Pride Center of Terre Haute 

Shelly Fitzgerald, Founder, Shelly’s Voice 

Alan Witchey, President and CEO, Damien Center 

Katie Lugar, Vice President, Pride Center of Terre Haute 

Sarah Williams, Public Policy and Advocacy Director, Marion County Commission on 
Youth 

John Brandon, President and CEO, Marion County Commission on Youth 

Amy Nelson, Executive Director, Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana 

National Association of Social Workers – Indiana Chapter     

S. Jo Yocum, Playworks, National Vice President, Indiana Executive Director

Joshua Roth, MD, Assistant Professor of Urology

J. Dennis Fortenberry, MD, MS, Professor of Adolescent Medicine

Cynthia Robbins, MD, MS, Asssistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics

Erin Jane Phipps MD, FAAP, Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics

Lauren Arnold Bell, MD, MPHm FAAP

Kelly Donahue, PhD, HSPP, Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics

Mary Ott, MD, MA, Pediatrician and Adolescent Medicine Specialist

Nomi Sherwin, MD, FAAP, Pediatrician and Adolescent Medicine Fellow

John Fuqua, MD, Pediatric Endocrinologist

Khadija Khaja, PhD, MSW, Associate Professor of Social Work

Patrick Clements, MD, Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics

Meli Barber, MSW, Indianapolis

Sara Hutson, MSW, LCSW, CSAYC, Therapist and Social Worker, Hutson 
Psychotherapy

Ashley White Johnson, MSW, LSW, Licensed Social Worker, Westfield

Amy Chenault, LMFT, Therapist, Plainfield

Janine Fogel, MD, CCFP, ABFM

Killian Kinney, PhD, MSW, LSW, Social Worker 
Anne Mitchell, Director & Title IX Coordinator, IUPUI Office of Equal Opportunity 
Parisa Mansoori, MD FAAP, Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics

Rand Warden, MSW, LSW, Lecturer, IU School of Social Work

Ali Tabb, LCSW, CSAYC, Therapist, Breyta Counseling, LLC

Jennifer Vincent, LMHC, CSAYC, Therapist, The Brave Life Therapy

Marissa Heinz, MSW, LSW, Care Coordination Director, Gender Nexus

Marcelino E. Rivera, MD, Assistant Professor of Urology

Elizabeth Nagel, MD

Stephen C. Cook, MD, FACC

Rev. Patrick Burke, Minister for Justice and Community Collaboration, St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church

Rabbi Meir Bargeron, Fort Wayne

Rabbi Michael E. Harvey, Resident Chaplain

Rev. Samuel T. Vaught, Priest, Episcopal Church of All Saints, Indianapolis



Rabbi Roxanne Shapiro, Carmel 

Rev. Chana Tetzlaff. Associate Rector, St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 




